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20 December 2017 

Following 12/05/17 Open House Meeting 
 

Clavey Road Reconstruction Project 
US Route 41 to Green Bay Road 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS #2 
 
City of Highland Park received federal surface transportation program grant funds for the Clavey 
Road Reconstruction Project. The Clavey Road project limits start at the northbound Rt 41 exit ramp 
to Clavey Road and proceeding east to Green Bay Road. The scope of the work includes complete 
removal of old bridge and construction of a new bridge that carries Clavey Road over the Skokie 
River, reconstruction of the pavement with a new full depth asphalt pavement, and upgrade of 
existing water main. Other improvements include new curbs and gutters, storm sewer improvements 
and a new 8-foot wide asphalt multi-use recreation path on the south side of Clavey Road. The new 
bridge over the Skokie River will include the recreation path. The construction work is tentatively 
scheduled to start in late 2018 or early 2019 with construction anticipated to be completed within a 
year. The City will communicate via electronic newsletter, website, and social media on construction 
progress including detours and road closures. In addition, the City will provide regular construction-
specific updates to residents affected by construction. If you have not signed up to receive City’s 
newsletter, please do so on City website. 
 
The attached PDF shows the proposed improvements. Questions or comments concerning this 
project may be directed to Emmanuel Gomez, City Engineer at 847.432.0807 or at 
egomez@cityhpil.com. 
 
Questions, comments and answers from the December 5, 2017 Open House Meeting are provided 
below. 
 
Questions, Comments & Answers 

1. The increased travel time associated with the one-way detour would cause an 
unacceptable amount of delay, specifically to the residents of Seven Pines Circle, 
Aspen Lane, Larkspur Drive and the congregants and students of Congregation Solel. 

o We understand that all properties closest to US 41 will be the greatest impacted.  
While it is unfortunate that a one-way detour will be required for through traffic along 
Clavey Road, we will further investigate the possibility of maintaining two-way traffic 
between US 41 to Aspen Lane/Congregation Solel driveway; and if feasible 
incorporate into the final plans.  
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2. Ravinia traffic during their season creates traffic headaches already.  With a detour in 

place, the delay associated with their events will be even worse. 
o The project is in the preliminary engineering phase, and therefore detailed 

coordination on traffic pattern changes for Ravinia has yet to occur.  However, 
because of the concerns raised at the meeting, the City will move forward and initiate 
contact with Ravinia to discuss the potential rerouting of bus transportation from 
Clavey Road to alternative streets, such as Lake Cook Road.  Discussions will also 
include consideration of optional routes for passenger cars.   
 

3. How will emergency medical, fire and police maintain service during construction? 
o Emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times.  For this project, as with all 

Highland Park construction projects, all emergency services will be made aware of 
the nature and duration of the detour prior to completing the detailed plans.  With 
information obtained, if necessary the emergency services can adjust the routes and 
dispatch points accordingly to ensure their prompt service.   

 
4. The intersection at Green Bay Road has many southbound drivers not obeying the 

yield sign as they turn onto Clavey Road.  What is being done to fix this? 
o The existing island and signal equipment at this corner create a sight line interference.  

The location of the southbound stop bar further hinders the sight lines.  The sight lines 
will be improved as part of the proposed improvements through the removal of the 
island, replacement & relocation of the traffic signal equipment, restriping & 
lengthening the southbound to westbound right turn lane, and re-timing of the traffic 
signals.  Ongoing studies will evaluate if it is necessary to restrict this right turn 
movement to “no turn on red”.   

 

5. Congregation Solel requires access to their driveway for various functions which are 
planned and many that are not, i.e. funerals.  What can be done to ensure access is 
always maintained? 

o Roadway reconstruction will not eliminate usage of their driveway or parking lot.  
Construction documents will require the eventual contractor to ensure that access is 
maintained throughout construction using temporary pavement, temporary stone, etc.  
For the times where access must be restricted, such as when sewers or water mains 
must be placed, an amicable time for construction will be developed between the 
property owner and the City prior to authorizing the contractor with work.  If necessary, 
the contract documents may require the contractor to use an alternative for 
construction through the driveway (such as during nighttime or non-event weekend 
hours).  The City is aware of Congregation Solel’s special circumstances and ensure 
that their needs will be addressed prior to the start of any construction activities.   
 

6. Can night time construction be utilized to shorten the construction duration? 
o While night time construction is performed on some roadway work, it is usually only 

used for maintenance type work.  Jobsite safety could be hindered when working at 
night, especially during underground construction activities.  Therefore, we do not 
expect that night time construction would be appropriate for this project. 
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7. The crosswalk at Hastings Avenue feels unsafe due to vehicles coming down the hill 
from Green Bay Road.  Can anything be done to improve this location and other 
crossings across Clavey Road? 

o The City plans plan on using high visibility cross walks throughout the Clavey corridor.  
In addition, we will further evaluate this location to determine if the placement of 
supplemental signs are appropriate at this crossing. 

 


